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The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) is a small island nation located in the Western Pacific region known as Micronesia. Since 1986, the relationship between our two nations is governed by the Compact of Free Association.  While the Compact does not expire and provides the framework for free association to continue as long as it serves the interest of both parties, the economic assistance provisions and most U.S. security rights expire if not renewed in 2003. Renewal is required after 15 years to fine tune the agreement and sustain its success.
A HISTORY OF PARTNERSHIP

[image: image2.png]Approved by the U.S. Congress in 1986 with overwhelming bipartisan support, the Compact of Free Association (P.L. 99-239) between the United States and the Republic of the Marshall Islands heralded the beginning of a strategic partnership underpinned by a half century of U.S. presence and policy in the region first as victor in the Pacific campaign of World War II, and then as administrator of the U.N. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. During the war, Marshallese risked their lives to assist liberating American forces.  The Marshall Islands remained vital to America’s overall strategic position in the region and world after the war, playing an unparalleled role in U.S. Cold War policy as the official testing ground for 67 nuclear tests between the years 1948 and 1957.  When President Ronald Reagan signed the Compact of Free Association into law, he provided a foundation for success for both RMI and US interests. 
The RMI-US ALLIANCE ENDURES

The enduring security interests of the United States in this relationship are exemplified by the presence in the RMI, under the Compact, of the United States’ critical long-range missile testing facility at Kwajalein Atoll.  The RMI is proud to host the Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site and remains ready and willing to do so in the years to come.  RMI support for U.S. security extends beyond its commitment of land for testing activities to a commitment of its very own people.  Under the Compact, young men and women from the Marshall Islands serve in all four branches of the U.S. Armed Forces.  There are several Marshall Islands citizens currently serving with the 101st Airborne Division and the Third Infantry Division as it advances on Baghdad.
STRATEGIC LOCATION

In an uncertain and unstable world, strong allies in different regions are of the utmost importance to maintain security.  With the withdrawal of U.S. bases in the Philippines and the presence of U.S. military forces in South Korea and Japan in question, the United States is assured the friendship and cooperation of a stable and democratic friend in the Pacific. In addition to the base rights and unfettered access to the land and sea of the RMI for security and defense purposes, the U.S. has other very unique defense and security benefits from the Compact.
THE ROLE OF CONGRESS

Congress must pass the amended Compact by the end of FY2003.  If not, the significant foreign policy and national security success of the Compact of Free Association for our peoples and our governments will be placed in jeopardy.  The RMI is committed to working closely with the Congress to ensure that we may look ahead to the next stage of this extraordinary bilateral relationship with confidence.  
RMI Statistical Overview


Population: 52,000 (2001 estimate; 50% under the age of 15 years old.)


Languages: Marshallese & English


Religion: predominantly Christian, mostly Protestant


Capital & Largest City: Majuro (Ebeye island in Kwajalein is 2nd largest population center.)


Land Area: 70 sq miles, about the size of Washington, DC


Ocean Area: 750,000 sq miles


GDP: 115 million USD (2001)


Per Capita GDP: 1,600 USD (2001)


Natural resources: coconut products, marine products, deep seabed minerals.


Exports: $9 million (2000): fish, copra cake, coconut oil, handicrafts.


Imports: $54 million (2000): foodstuffs, machinery and equipment, fuels, and beverages


Major trading partners: U.S., Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Fiji, China, Philippines.
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