Joint Communique on the Initialing of  Amendments to

 the Compact of Free Association

 between the Republic of the Marshall Islands

 and the United States of America

April 2, 2003

Washington, DC

Representatives of the governments of the United States and the Republic of the Marshall Islands met in Washington, DC on April 2, 2003, to initial ad referendum amendments to the Compact of Free Association including subsidiary agreements.  These amendments include changes to Title One that pertain to immigration and other issues as well as changes to Title Two (economic), Title Three (defense), and Title Four (administrative).  

The amendments to Title Two provide for continued United States economic assistance to the Republic of the Marshall Islands, for a period of twenty years after which a trust will continue to provide funding support.  Title Two has been revised to reflect increased funding arising from changes made to the Military Use and Operating Rights Agreement that will extend the U.S. use of the Kwajalein missile testing facility for fifty years from 2016 to 2066, with an option to extend it an additional twenty years.

The parties reached agreement on Compact amendments related to immigration and labor issues   In addition, both sides initialed subsidiary agreements on labor recruitment, Military Use and Operating Rights, Status of Forces, Fiscal Procedures, Federal Aviation Administration, National Weather Service, and Federal Services and Programs.

RMI Foreign Minister Gerald M. Zackios  and  U.S. Compact Negotiator Albert V. Short said this was a positive step in furthering the special and unique relationship between the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the United States.

Desiring to facilitate submission of the Compact amendments by both parties to their respective approval processes, U.S. and RMI representatives resolved to concentrate their efforts during the coming days to seek authority to sign the amended Compact text, thereby completing the final hurdle to legislative consideration.

